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unfolding panorama; a fresh conception, in fact, of the pos-
sibilities of the novel.

May I end on a personal note ? Just as I know that Conrad
was pleased when I first wrote about Nostromo, so I am sure
that, were he alive to-day, he would be pleased that now,
more than forty years on, I am writing about it again.
Once, long ago, when I was commissioned to compose a
comprehensive review of his collected edition, he. wrote to
me: 'This is an opportunity that will never be renewed in
my life-time for the judgment of a man who certainly knows
my work best, and not less certainly is known as my closest
associate, and before all is the best friend my work has ever
had/ There have, beyond doubt, been abler critics of
Conrad's work than myself, but I do not believe it has ever
had a better friend. '
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